
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1976. 
The Montreal Olympics. The CN tower opened. Microsoft hired its 
first employee; Apple was launched. And in BC Ryan Reynolds was 
born and so was the Beaver Canoe Club. 
 
50 years. 
 
In those decades we've explored most of the province's waterways 
from the Broken Islands to the Bowron Lakes to the Adams River. 
We've traveled east to Ontario, north to the Territories, and south to 
run Costa Rican and Patagonian rivers. 
 
But aside from trips and tripping we've oPered training to thousands 
of paddlers, introduced the more intrepid to moving water, and 
facilitated safety courses. We've fought for causes involving river 
wellness and opened our wallets after natural disasters. Volunteers 
have cleaned rivers and provided outings on Deer Lake for the less 
fortunate. These exploits have been recorded in five decades of 
newsletters and videos providing priceless secondary source 
material for research on the province and the sport of canoeing. 
 
That's our club and this is our 'golden' year to celebrate so many 
achievements by remembering our past. 
 
In this RETRO CORNER, open to all past members, you'll find bits 
culled from the current Beaver Tales, "Then...and Now" glimpses of 
BCC's evolving world, stories (and secrets!) from our yesteryears.  
 
Throughout the year, Buddy, (our safely life-jacketed mascot) will be 
seen playing at events and enjoying 1970s snacks (remember 
Twinkies? plain Fritos?). The Club has added retro tweaks to trips 
recalling the gourmet lunches, poker runs, mix-it-up paddles, and 

 



no-nachos ultimate happy hours. There's a running quiz in each 
issue of Beaver Tales to explore and expose our 50 paddling years.  
 
And to cap it all--the GOLDEN GALA. We've kicked the year-end 
party (November 28th) up a couple of notches: a great, on-the-water 
venue, dining-out caliber of food and drink, entertainment 
throughout including an appearance by the elusive Great Beaver--an 
icon noted for predicting the future. Displays will highlight over 500 
newsletters, Beaver toques, t-shirts, crests, and scrapbooks filled 
with memories from the  past. There will be multiple draws--better 
than 1 in a 100 chances for rewards. And it is a "Golden" gala. Gold 
in decor and gold in dress: flash your bling or grandfather's pocket 
watch. Add a golden tie or shawl. Even gold-coloured underwear 
counts (as long as the flash is discrete). It will be a fun evening -- a 
chance to recall your years of exploits with on-the-water friends.   
 
Stay tuned to monthly stories in this Retro Corner or on BCC 
Facebook posts. Celebrate with us the commitment which has kept 
our club around for half a century.   
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Polar Fear Paddle Jan 
1994 
Come join the fun, 
Share New Year's Day, 
On January 1st we embark. 
We'll chase the swimmers 
Who brave the cold 
A short way from Vanier Park 
 

 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The wind did blow; the rain did fall. 
It did not bode well for canoeists all. 
 

But the day dawned bright, sunny and warmish; 
so nine of the Beavers went to the Squamish. 
 

Mushens (two) and Spain and Wong, 
Janice, Ray, Margie and Susan and Don. 
 

This river is known to be usually a treat; 
but today was so dry our 'bottoms' were squeaked. 
 
 
 
 

 

The winter's high water redirected its aim 
so that many a curve revealed strange terrain. 
 

The wind did blow (and blow and blow!) 
'til it seemed we were pushed against the flow! 
 

Some rapids nearly dumped my 3-member team. 
(The same ones caused Mrs. Mushens to scream.) 
 

In spite of the fact it's a long, long way 
we suffered no ills and had a great day. 
 
      

 The Squamish River       March 22, 1981        Margie Digney 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Clue: check the February 
Retro Corner 

Speaking of 1976, Tim Hortons launched their iconic bite-sized donut holes that  
same year. What a winner! Chocolate Glazed ranks #1 in sales BUT there is a $50  
gift certificate awaiting your lucky draw ticket at the Golden Gala so that you can 
select your own mix. Happy half century to us both!  
                              Join us on Saturday, 28 November for a fun evening. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

BILL MASON 
was a Canadian naturalist, author, artist and filmmaker noted for his popular canoeing books, 
films, art and documentaries. Mason canoed all his adult life, ranging widely over the 
wilderness areas of Canada including a South Nahanni trip with Pierre Trudeau. He developed 
and refined canoeing strokes and river running techniques especially for complex white water 
situations. To many of us learning to paddle in the 1970s, 80s and 90s, his series of 
instructional films were the introduction to technique and the canoeing experience. "Path of 
the Paddle" was a 4-part film produced in 1978 for the National Film Board of Canada; the 
book followed in 1980.  
 
 
 

 

More than just a paddling club--other activities 
included ski trips, bowling nights, baseball 

games, and even outings to the opera. 

 

https://www.nfb.ca/film/song_of_the_paddle/
https://www.nfb.ca/film/song_of_the_paddle/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  ROGERS WAVE, SEYMOUR RIVER THANKSGIVING, ALOUETTE LAKE 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                    Hint: check month of April 

 

 

TRAINING AND SAFETY-- 
ALWAYS IMPORTANT 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The answer: see the May section 

A RETRO MOMENT:       TWINKIES WERE A 
STAPLE OF SCHOOL LUNCHES 

THROUGH THE 70s AND 80s 

Official Day: National Twinkie Day is celebrated April 
6th, the anniversary of their invention. 
The "Twinkie Defense": A term coined during the 
1979 trial of Dan White, where a defense attorney 
argued that the defendant's mental state was 
affected by eating too much junk food, including 
Twinkies. 
Name Origin: The brand name was inspired by a 
billboard for "Twinkle Toe Shoes." 
Shelf Life: The longest-lasting known Twinkie 
survived 30 years without molding.  
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOW IS YOUR RECALL? 
 

Remember those juicy 0dbits of gossip we read and shared in the past? Columnists fought 
over who got the best story first. (Some things haven't changed...) 
 

This month's challenge is designed to jog your memory about New Year's Resolu0ons. 
Get this--and the previous and future quizzes--correct and your name will be entered in a 
GALA draw on November 28th! 
 

The en0re list of quizzes will be reprinted in early November. Submit your answers by the 15th 
to earn your right to win a $50 Lee Valley giS Cer0ficate. You can do this! 
 

Quiz #5:  Which gossip-columnist was under exclusive contract to BCC? 
 

a)  Louella Parsons 
b)  Walter Winchell 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a)  Louella Parsons 
b)  Walter Winchell 
c)  Hedda (Rock) Hopper 
d)  Rona BarreB  

               (Hint: answer to be found in the Retro Corner for June.) 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

August 2002 

 

POTLUCK PICNICS AND PADDLES 

 

 

 

QUIZ #6 
 
You know the drill. 
Memory Testing Question: 
             Which food product was banned from  
             Rivers Week Ultimate Happy Hour? 
 
  a) nachos 
  b) ice cream 
  c) store-bought cookies 
  d) timbits 
 
          Stymied? Look back to July 


