
  

 

 

 

 

 

Beaver Canoe Club Social Meeting is September 11th, 2019  

Featured Entertainment: 

A Glimpse of This Summers Extended Trips  
This summer Beavers have been paddling the waters of many 

remarkable waterways.  See the best-of-the-best places Beavers 

went for their Summer Adventures at the September meeting.  A 

glimpse of entertainment to anticipate in the months to come.  

Presenters: Beaver 

Adventurers 

 

Location: Burnaby Lake 

Sports Complex West, 

3677 Kensington Ave, 

Burnaby, BC    V5B 4Z6   

 

Time: = 7:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

Join the Fun At the Adams on the September Long Weekend !  

The Adams weekend is once again on the Labour Day Long Weekend – August 30 to September 

2nd, 2019.  There will be trips on the famous Adams and other nearby rivers as well as class 1 

family float sections on Saturday and Sunday. 

The Beaver Contact is none other than the 

Beaver President, Phil Rankin. Contact Phil at: 

frankierb@telus.net  or 1-778-871-4873. This 

fun weekend is held in conjunction with the 

RCABC Interior rivers weekend (see poster p. 2).  

It’s a great opportunity to meet with Beavers 

and paddlers from other places.  The Beavers 

will be camping at J & G Lewis, a nearby 

property.  Directions are on the next page.   
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 Adams River Weekend Camping at J & G Lewis  
Address: 2375 Squilax Anglemont Road 

Phone: 1 250-679-4415  - Call for Reservations NOW 

Description: Grass, outhouse, toilet, hookups (a few).   

Cost: Was $25 for Tents 

Directions:  Go East from 

Kamloops on Hwy 1 for 

approximately 45 Km. Take right 

turn to Scotch Creek/Anglemont 

Road turnoff. Drive to Adams 

River bridge cross. This is where-

we meet to Paddle Adams Canyon.  Go about 2km past Adams River 

Bridge just past Roderck Haig Brown park on your right till you 

see Lewis camping spot on left. 

 

 

 

  

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
tel:1250-679-4415
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Announcing….. 
 

The 11th annual Tamihi Five-O Open Canoe Slalom on the Chilliwack River is set for Sep 14/15. 

Saturday is practice day and Sunday is the race day.  Come out to race, volunteer, or cheer on 

your fellow Beavers.   

 

Please bring your completed forms and the correct 

change (or cheque) to register on Sep 14. If you are 

not able to attend the practice day on Saturday, 

please email/mail your registration to Denise 

(dwrathall@ualberta.net).  

  

A special thank you to the Chilliwack Center of 

Excellence who make this race possible, and to our 

sponsors for their continued support - Western 

Canoe and Kayaking, Esquif, North Water, and Brooks Manufacturing. 

  

Contact Heather (heather_may_matt@hotmail.com) or Denise (dwrathall@ualberta.net) if you 

have any questions. 

I would like to introduce Gordon Stark, a resident of Princeton, 

paddler and mensch*. Gordon is the go-to contact. 

 He will let you know river levels, show you the back road to upper 

Similkameen and save a spot for you at Pickard creek camp site. He and 

his friend Will Bird are both local paddlers.  

* Mensch -saintly honourable person  

Musical Beavers on the Nicola 
So for those of you who want a serious review of what 

rivers were run, where and by whom, who want to see 

every eddy turn and ferry glide... well this is not for 

you.  If you want to see a bit of river footage and the 

low down on no-nacho's-happy-hour then just carry on 

viewing.  And bear in mind, like many things in life, it's 

way better if you were actually there... REALLY. 

https://youtu.be/G0vcM5hgArs 

Lakewater Instructors’ Course Starts September 20th for three weekends.  

Details at: Learn2Canoe.ca.  Taught by Carey Robson   

For more information email: Carey@CanoeBC.ca    

 

mailto:dwrathall@ualberta.net
mailto:heather_may_matt@hotmail.com
mailto:dwrathall@ualberta.net
https://youtu.be/G0vcM5hgArs
mailto:Carey@CanoeBC.ca


Beaver Canoe Club 4    SEPTEMBER  2019  
 

River Rescue Courses  Boreal River Rescue are 

coming to the Chilliwack River and offering three 

Whitewater Rescue Courses this September .  River 

rescue skills are important for anyone playing or working 

in or around the river including all paddlers.  

Check out their course offering:  

https://rescue.borealriver.com/courses/whitewater-swiftwater/whitewater-rescue-wwr/ 

Or call 1-866-242-9383 

 

Ross Lake Campsites Closed!  Due to low lake levels, boat access campsites on Ross Lake are 

closed to overnight use. Exposed lakebed to the full pool line unless in designated areas and the 

boat ramps at Hozomeen are also closed.  Read more about this local canoe camping lake at: 

 Current lake level:  https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv?station=12175000  

News Release - Recreation Opportunities on Ross Lake Impacted by Low Water Levels: 

https://www.nps.gov/noca/learn/news/newsreleases.htm   

FAQs for Ross Lake low lake levels:  https://www.nps.gov/noca/planyourvisit/faqs-for-ross-lake-low-water-lake-levels-2019.htm  

Seattle City Light Powerlines blog:  https://powerlines.seattle.gov/2019/05/03/low-ross-lake-levels-projected-for-2019-summer-

recreation-season/  

Interested in Maps of Canadian Canoe Routes… Canoe Maps Canada http://www.canoemapscanada.com/  

,a division of Churchill River Canoe Outfitters, sells special maps which include many features of 

interest to canoeists. For example: detailed standard canoe routes, information about portages, 

recommended camping locations, locations of points of interest (rock paintings, etc.), and many 

other details. 

  

Beaver BBQ…. 

https://rescue.borealriver.com/courses/whitewater-swiftwater/whitewater-rescue-wwr/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv?station=12175000
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wa/nwis/uv?station=12175000
https://www.nps.gov/noca/learn/news/newsreleases.htm
https://www.nps.gov/noca/learn/news/newsreleases.htm
FAQs%20for%20Ross%20Lake%20low%20lake%20levels:%20 
https://www.nps.gov/noca/planyourvisit/faqs-for-ross-lake-low-water-lake-levels-2019.htm
https://powerlines.seattle.gov/2019/05/03/low-ross-lake-levels-projected-for-2019-summer-recreation-season/
https://powerlines.seattle.gov/2019/05/03/low-ross-lake-levels-projected-for-2019-summer-recreation-season/
https://powerlines.seattle.gov/2019/05/03/low-ross-lake-levels-projected-for-2019-summer-recreation-season/
http://www.canoemapscanada.com/
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Pardon Me -High Drama Low Water  

Rivers Week trips have already been published in Beaver Tales, so I shan’t repeat details. People I hadn’t seen in years came & left.  

Other regulars didn’t.  Now, sadly, I’m relying on my diminishing memory, so those forgotten, please forgive.  

As per usual I took my dogs, this year Rowdy and Fleur (Max is too old & sick). I went to Princeton (Pickard Creek) a couple of days 

before rivers week. Don Smith showed up and a loose collection of canoeists and kayakers with our local contact kayaker Gordon 

Stark and we paddled (dare I admit it kayaked upper Similkameen.)  Denise came and few others.  Juerg & Sallie paddled Bromley 

Rock & some of us led by Gordon Stark using the back road did the middle section Similkameen more than once including canoeing.  

Others that usually come didn’t, like Madeline Waring and John Onderdonk. (Madeline is still recovering from last years “rescue”.) 

Dan & Monica Burnett (Dan’s trialing all summer) April Watson, Claude Gauvin, Jim Slade were missed.      

Some of the many Daves of the past weren’t there but a lot of Daves were:  Middleton, Apps, Broughton and there are now a whole 

lot of versions of Christines -  McGlynn, Lambert,  Kristina Shu, Kirsten Carlson.  

The usual regulars came:  Leigh, Big Mike, Scott, Trish with one of the Daves, Anne and Alain, Jill and Paddy, Rose and David, John 

Drent, Jen, Christine, Greg and Kristina.  Some regulars popped in and out, Marie and Gerry, Bruce and Christine, Bob and Carol. 

Leigh managed to miss us and we saw her drive by and go to Coalmont a day early!  

A whole bunch of newbies came:  David Apps, Simon Watkins, Bill Moore and daughter Josie, Kara DeLange , Sebastien Merz and 

partner Kristen Carlson plus her dad Clay and mom Linda.  

Others appeared. Gord Bullen, Dave Middleton brought new member Sharan Akhary, and Janice and Samson came for the July 1 

ultimate happy hour. As did Louise Selby who brought expensive whisky and toasted our old departed friend Joe Selby.  

 Back to the drama. Locals and others kept telling us how low the Similkameen was and how great it was at the beginning of June.   

As usual the Beavers were meeting at East Gate Friday and planned Saturday June 22 to paddle the Pasayten.  

By the way  there had been a raging dispute between you guessed correctly “ he who must be obeyed” and our entertainment 

director Greg Scutt (wee Greg or young Turk) and indirectly my son Keiran, heir and President of the RCABC over river levels and the 

wisdom or lack thereof of  keeping with the Beaver River’s Week schedule.  

Carey or “Dear Leader” as I prefer to call him insisted despite the 60% snowpack and almost no rain in June, with record low cfs 

there would be enough water to paddle the planned trips versus the “young Turks” - Greg and my son.  

Dear Leader reasoned that the forecast called for rain and even without rain the heat would bring the high snow down, a reasoning 

not shared by the others mentioned.  Greg, apoplectically, lobbied this President prior to rivers week to call an emergency executive 

meeting to move Rivers Week to Cranbrook or anywhere to avoid “low water”.  Fearing the wrath of Carey, I demurred but my faith 

was shaken.  

Now I was caught between competing arguments. I was like a deer in the headlights. What to do?  I knew Dear Leader was widely 

regarded as able to walk on water and is never wrong. Yet I reckoned with the low water anyone could walk on water and I began to 

question his wisdom.  

There was of course, the tug of family loyalty and constant rattle of wee Greg’s point of view. True they all read the same rivers 

levels, yet they reached such different conclusions. Keiran, paddling with his company “Elements”, said the Nicola was running at 6 

cfs and he imagined the Tulameen was similar. He and his group weren’t even going to look at the Nicola and they were moving to 

the Thompson and he highly advised us to do the same.  

I repeated the wisdom I had been told by Dear Leader, that “rain was forecasted” and anyway the heat would bring down the snow 

on the high sierras.    Unimpressed I was given a withering look by my son and later when I met up with Greg outright skepticism and 

derision.  

At the appointed time, Saturday June 22, I drove to East Gate at Manning Park and joined up with the Beavers for the Pasayten run. 

It was lowish, but a great run - see Sebastian’s report.  

The following day, Sunday, with our contacts permission, the Beavers paddled the upper Similkameen. As luck would have it there 

was a “little rain” and loads of fun, multiple dumps including the President.   
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There was some drama as the title suggests and at least one incident of shouting, swearing, cursing directed at a certain paddler 

who shall remain nameless and also some “terrible words” at a certain Dave who self-rescued rather than being rolled into his canoe 

and a great run. Some very impressive paddling by newbies Kara and Jen (see posted reports). Some great dumps - I blame Jen see 

her report.  

The day for moving to Coalmont approached. The fight over river levels had reached a stalemate. Greg and others were for missing 

Coalmont & paddling the Similkameen some more. Dear Leader would not relent and was confident all would be fine. Your 

President, now totally conflicted, reasoned if I missed Coalmont and went to the Nicola I would get my/Ellen’s favourite place at the 

N’kwala and so I just abandoned ship.  

Ironically when I got to the N’kwala, a guy with a shabbier trailer than mine was occupying my/Ellen’s space and my second choice 

Marie/Gerry’s spot had an empty tent “holding” it,  So I ended up in Claude’s usual place near the slamming door of the outhouse.  

Don Smith followed having vowed never ever again to paddle the Tulameen after his nearly passing out with exhaustion last year.   

Blissfully ignorant I sat in Don Smith’s van now filled with the smell of his leaking propane fridge and miraculously, as Dear Leader 

foretold, rain for the next 6 hours began.  It appeared he was right again!  Unbeknownst to me, things were not peaceful in the 

Beaver camp. The young Turk was now in rebellion and an open war had occurred and “terrible words” were said by wee Greg to 

Dear Leader. 

Further I learned there was a mutiny! Gerry Haynes had been recruited by the young Turk to the Similkameen. A group which will 

remain anonymous now with Gerry in hand returned to the Similkameen. Now broken into two factions, two runs were held and just 

as Dear Leader predicted the Tulameen was not only doable 

it was great fun. See Kara’s report.  

As for the mutineers, embattled, defiant and ignoring the 

cease and desist order, they re-paddled the same section of 

the Similkameen and had a wonderful paddle. The 

mutineers, now outlaws, had pushed relations to the 

breaking point but somehow reassembled for the Nicola.   

Back at the N’kwala blissfully unaware of the war all was 

peaceful. Don and I did the canyon, saw a cinnamon bear on 

the paddle and later watched our group straggle in.  

The usual, swimming pool, shower, dinner at Boston Pizza 

and surprisingly decent river levels as Nostradamus 

forecasted, we had a great July 1st weekend, & a banner 

ultimate happy hour & surprisingly successful Nicola paddle, 

plus later the added Thompson paddle led by wee Greg.  

It was a great rivers week.  What did I learn?  I learned Carey can walk on water and is never wrong.  I learned that Gerry Haynes can 

never be tamed and Greg is, well Greg. I learned that the Beavers are a canoe club, not a paddling club, although we have friends 

with benefits like Dan McGinnis, but our raison d’etre is canoeing.  I learned next year we shall stay as a group come hell or high 

water. Low water is another thing.  Thank you, Dear Leader, for organizing another successful rivers week.  

Oh, by the way I am pardoning Gerry Haynes and his unnamed outlaw, mutineers by the following pardon. 

 

I Phillip Rankin President of the Beaver canoe club pursuant to the pardon power conferred on me do grant a full, free, and 

absolute pardon unto Gerry Haynes and his followers for their treacherous acts of mutiny and incitement during the period from 

June 21, 2019 unto July 2, 2019. 

Signed  

Phil Rankin  

President and stable genius.   
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