
  

 

 

 

 

 

Beaver Canoe Club Social Meeting is October 9th, 2019  

Featured Entertainment: 

The Thelon River Join us 

October 9th to hear Sean 

Blenkinsop share his story 

about a group of 8 canoeists 

who paddled 400 km in 24 

days down the Thelon River 

in Canada's Barren Lands.   

Presenter:  Sean Blenkinsop, is a local educator and paddler who lives 

on the Sunshine Coast. 

Location: Burnaby Lake Sports Complex West, 3677 Kensington Ave, 

Burnaby, BC    V5B 4Z6   

Time: = 7:45 p.m. 

Thank You Ryan George!  

Thanks Ryan, for operating our website along with Dan Burnett for the last few years.  

Unfortunately, Ryan said he does not have the time to continue.  We appreciate your help, 

expertise and contribution to the Beaver Canoe Club. 

         Sincerely, The President  

Do you know “Word Press”?  

Would you like to be the Beaver Webmaster?  With the resignation of Ryan we desperately 

need a new webmaster. The candidate must know “word press”. 

Please contact me or anyone on the executive if you are willing to be a candidate or know of 

someone. The role can be done from home. The candidate does not have to attend executive 

meetings held once a month.  They just need technical skills old boomers like me don’t have.  

                                                                                           Phil Rankin, President 

                            president@beavercanoeclub.org  

Welcome New Members: 

Josie Moore of Squamish           and     Rebecca Helps of Port Moody 
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  Beaver Canoe 2019 Awards Dinner & Dance 
December 7. Early Bird Tickets only $26. 
3760 Sperling Ave, Burnaby, BC V5B 4X5 

  

Click to Buy 1 Ticket Click to Buy 2 Tickets  

 

Doors at 6:00, Dinner at 7:00, Awards & Photo 

Contest at 8:00 & Live Band at 9:00. 

Dinner Menu (By Popular Vote) 

1. Baked Wild BC Salmon with basil butter. 
2. Grilled Portobello mushroom and spinach 

lasagna, (vegetarian). 

3. Grilled Thai lemongrass chicken thighs. 

+ 3 salads, potatoes & rice, vegetables, deserts & fruit. 

Beer & Wine bar or bring your own wine and pay a 

reasonable corkage fee. 

Pay by PayPal or at the October General Meeting. 

See Beaver Tales for Photo Contest Rules and Submission 

Guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

Beaver Photo Contest!  

Submit your favorite pictures to the Beaver Canoe Club Photo Contest.  

The four categories are: 1. Family, 2. Scenic, 3. Action and 4. Surprise.  Winning photos will be 

selected at our December 7th party where members vote for their favorite pictures.  Last year 

winners received a free one-year Beaver Canoe Club membership!   

How to submit: send a digital image by November 24th, 2019 to vp@beavercanoeclub.org. You may 

submit up to 6 photos total. Each entry will be printed 6x4 and displayed at the year end party for 

voting, All entries except “Scenic” must have been taken on a Beaver Canoe Club trip. 

Note: The photo contest is not the same as the Beaver Canoe Club 2019 Slideshow  

 

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MS9TXQ88PJQBS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GMHQZVLQ7ASDJ
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MS9TXQ88PJQBS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=GMHQZVLQ7ASDJ
mailto:vp@beavercanoeclub.org
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Announcing River Week 2020  

Rivers’ Week will be June 27 to July 5, 2020. This gives you plenty of time to book your holiday. 

  

 

 

Canoes and Paddles  

are everywhere….. 
Jim S. saw this advert on 

Piccadilly Line (London) 

River’s day Seymour September 22, 2019  

We wish to thank Phil Bates, Dan McGinnis, Marlene Alvarado and Andrie and of 

course Tim Blair and the 11th Seymour Scouts for organizing Seymour Rivers clean up.  

Phil Rankin -President  

 

 

Bob and Carol noticed this 

canoe on the front page of 

a pension plan report! 

What a great thing to do in 

retirement! 

Happy Paddling 
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Trip Reports….. 

A paddle that lasted as long and the pre-trip meeting…. Was the meeting long or the paddle 

short? Find out what happened on the Upper Upper Similkameen River at: 

http://beavercanoeclub.org/upper-upper-similkameen-a-rivers-week-story-by-tim-blair/  

August 11th, the Level was Low, The Bolders were Big, the Waves were Wobbly. See what trip 

this was by reading Bobs (Official Dumper) story at: http://beavercanoeclub.org/chilliwack-

river-august-11-2019/  

“For those of who have never paddled these waters, it was a delight!”  Follow the adventures of 

19 paddlers on the Serpentine/Nicomekl Rivers that Leigh describes in her delightful report. 

http://beavercanoeclub.org/serpentine-nicomekl-rivers-2019/ 

There was a moose, a deer, 13 colourful boats, and 12 dumps! Three by Jen who wrote: “ the 3rd 

one was fun and interesting. ……  After Anne and Alan rescued me into my boat I saw Phil was 

swimming too, and he was saying to me that I had his boat. I said yes, since the boat I was 

paddling is the boat Phil lent to me. However, Phil actually meant that I was in the boat he was 

paddling, ….”. Enjoy the complete story and video at:  http://beavercanoeclub.org/my-exciting-

capsize/  

And a report in its entirety as it is not yet posted 

Lighthouse Park Run,  Sunday August 25 2019   by Trish 

Temp 24C, Wind 10 to 15 knots forecast 

Water temp – swimming temp 

Back in June, Dave W asked me if I could lead a West Van - Whytecliff ocean trip on Aug 25. I 

was happy to do so as it’s my backyard paddle and always a beautiful spot. Plus, Dave B (the 

other Dave) was going to be in town and he paddles there almost every day. And he had  

family in town so that was 2 boats right off the bat. 

At the last minute, Alain advertised a Cheakamus run on the same day! No doubt he thought it 

wasn’t a conflict because an ocean paddle is flatwater, so, boring and not challenging enough for 

a real Beaver. 

Well… did we prove that wrong. 

It was a beautiful summer August day. Weather was sunny and 25C. But the marine forecast 

was showing strong winds of 10 to 15 knots developing mid-day. Normally I would have put in at 

Eagle Harbour. But the gang was strong and up for an adventure, and the water was warm.  

So, we went ahead with plan A and put in at Pilothouse Cove, heading west around Pt Atkinson. 

Three boats: Don and I in the prospector plus Dave and James in the greenwood and Claire and 

Will in the moise. 

 

http://beavercanoeclub.org/upper-upper-similkameen-a-rivers-week-story-by-tim-blair/
http://beavercanoeclub.org/chilliwack-river-august-11-2019/
http://beavercanoeclub.org/chilliwack-river-august-11-2019/
http://beavercanoeclub.org/serpentine-nicomekl-rivers-2019/
http://beavercanoeclub.org/my-exciting-capsize/
http://beavercanoeclub.org/my-exciting-capsize/
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As we rounded the point the waves were 2-3 ft. Facing into the wind, we were all fine. As long 

as we could get past the 2nd rocky point we would be ok. So we carried on. And we carried on. 

I was steering the prospector with Don in the bow (who has an excellent brace) (probably from 

all that dinghy sailing). Over the wind the conversation went… “I think we should try for a 

course change.” “Not yet. Keep going.” The other 2 were doing the same thing. The waves 

increased in height to 5-6 ft so that boats in the dip were not visible. Large oceangoing ships 

and whales and flocks of birds loomed up (well it seemed like it). Halfway to Passage Island,  

the choice was to carry on (and call a water taxi), or try to make a course correction. 

Luckily as we headed more into the sound the wind did start to shift slightly and the waves 

lessened. We attempted the course change. Boat 3 didn’t make the turn and Dave executed an 

amazing canoe over canoe rescue in the waves, with James keeping the boat stable. Too bad we  

couldn’t film it. By the time we were all ready to go again, we had drifted back and the waves 

were definitely lower. We grabbed the chance and made a beeline to Eagle Harbour where kids 

were paddling plastic flamingos in calm water next to a hot sandy beach. So only 3 hours after 

starting we made landfall 2km west of the starting point, had lunch, and an intentional swim. 

After lunch, we headed out again, this time on the real estate tour in the sheltered loop 

between Fishermans and Kew beach. Despite a few calls for more adventure, the trip leader 

insisted on the shortcut home. 

So Claire and I hitchhiked back to get the cars, which took all of 20 minutes. And we all went 

home with big smiles. So who had the more challenging day? Ask Don. 
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Book Review 

During our summer travels I found a 

book that is perfect for young paddlers and 

those young-at-heart. “In the Red Canoe” is a 

lovely story that is accurately described as: 

“Ducks and frogs, swallows and dragonflies, 

beaver lodges and lily pads―a multitude of 

wonders enchant the child narrator in this 

tender, beautifully illustrated picture book. A 

tribute to those fragile, wild places that still 

exist, In the Red Canoe celebrates the bond 

between grandparent and grandchild and 

invites nature lovers of all ages along for the 

ride”.  The author lives in Revelstoke B.C. and 

the illustrator in Vancouver. This is truly a BC 

Book! I found my copy at the Revelstoke 

Museum and Archives gift shop.  It is 

published by Orca Book Publishing; © 2016. 

   Madeline 

The Great Trail (ORC Activities) 

The Ministry of Forests, Lands, & Natural Resources Operations recently  

canceled the trail designation of a portion of the Columbia & Western  

Trail and allow this portion of the The Great Trail of Canada (TGT) to  

be turned into a roadway to facilitate logging. Interfor plans to use 12 km portion  

near Paulson detour and Shield Creek on the west side of the rail for  

road access to its timber cut blocks.  

The great trail runs from Victoria to the Rocky Mountains. The  

Section to be turned into a road is the section between Fife and  

Castlegar was donated to the Trans Canada Trail by the CPR after  

being transferred to Province of BC in 2004 to be used for a  

recreational trail including rail infrastructure and tunnels and is well used by hikers and bikers.  

We urge the the Provinces department of Recreation Sites and Trails to reconsider this change and stop the 

delisting. This change was announced August 9, 2019 with a months notice.  

Please write email recinfo@gov.bc.ca to John Hawkings - Director of Recreational Sites and Trails BC and copy 

your response to Premier and your MLA and any appropriate Ministries.  

Phil Rankin 

BCC President and Representative on the Outdoor Recreation Council of B.C. 

 

 

 

London Drugs 

shopping bags even 

have a Canoe and 

Paddles on them! 

mailto:recinfo@gov.bc.ca
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Winter Paddling 
Although the official Beaver trips end in October this does not mean members have stored 

their canoes and hung up their paddles until spring.  In fact, Beavers paddle all year.  There are 

informal trips throughout the winter and early spring until the official trips start again in 

March. There is often a fish or fowl trip and a selection of river or flatwater trips. This year 

the Beavers also started “Short Notice Trips”, a way for Beavers to post and advertise trips all 

year long.  For more info http://beavercanoeclub.org/short-notice-club-trips/ .  Some members 

also send out emails to people who may be interested in short notice trips. If you want to keep 

paddling all winter watch the website and come on out to the meeting to let people know you 

want to paddle.  

http://beavercanoeclub.org/short-notice-club-trips/

