
 

 

 

 

 

Time: 7:45 p.m. 
Location: Burnaby Lake Sports Complex West, 3677 Kensington Ave, Burnaby, BC V5B 4Z6  
    

   

 

 

 

                 

The Beaver Canoe Club Christmas party is on December 1st, 2018 at the 
Guildford Golf and Country Club in Surrey.  Come celebrate a great year of 
paddling with your friends, feast on roast “beast”, dance to a live band, vote for 
your favorite pictures, see who wins the Beaver awards, and connect with 
friends for next years trips. The price is now $35.00 per person; still a great deal! 
Tickets can be purchased on-line via PayPal on the Beaver Canoe Club 
website. Or, contact April at:  aprilwatson@telus.net . 

Address:  7929 152nd Street, Surrey, B.C.  A map in on the web site 
http://beavercanoeclub.org/event/christmas-party/  

The doors open at 6 p.m., there will be a cash bar, dinner will be served at 7 
p.m. and the party continues until 11:30 p.m. 

Dinner includes salads (mixed greens with raspberry vinaigrette, Greek pasta 
salad, Caesar salad with parmesan cheese and croutons),  Platters and 
Accompaniments, roasted herb potatoes, a seasonal vegetable medley in herbs 
& butter, fresh dinner rolls with butter, Marinated slow roasted baron of beef au 
jus, sliced turkey with stuffing & gravy, roasted vegetarian pasta primavera, a 
selection of deserts, freshly ground coffee and an assortment of Bigalow teas. 
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Submit your best photos for the photo contest!  Voting will occur at the 
December 1st Year End Party. 

Winners will receive free memberships and their photos will be 
featured in Beaver Tales and on the Beaver website.  

Categories: People, Scenic, Action and Humour. 

How to submit: send a digital image by November 20, 2018 to 
vp@beavercanoeclub.org. You may submit up to 6 photos total. Each entry will be printed 6x4 and 
displayed at the year end party for voting. 

By Pam Farish 

The evening of October 25th Margaret and I were at the MEC 
club night representing the Beaver Canoe Club.  There were 7 
members who came to take advantage of the 10% discount. 
Store was fairly busy.  We put up both club banners. Margaret 
accessorized our table by displaying books about canoeing that 
she "borrowed" off MEC's book shelves and the paddle was 
MEC's also!  Having some props caught some people's 
attention.  We promoted our club and our courses. Gave out 
some club business cards too.  

A Note from the Editor 

The club trip to Widgeon Creek on October 21st was the last official Beaver 
paddle this year.  However, Beavers continue to paddle throughout the fall 
and winter.  Unofficial trips are frequently organized by club members. 
Some of these are posted on the website and others are via e-mails or in the 
newsletter.  For instance, Carey organized several paddles on the Lower 
Seymour and a Cheakamus and Coquitlam run this fall. Most recent was a 
Seymour run on Nov, 3rd.   Mike mike2166@hotmail.com and David Westell 
westell@shaw.ca often organize lake and easy river trips. So, if you are keen 
to paddle let them know.  Info on the Harrison Fish and Fowl trip is on p. 4. 

Fall and winter paddlers need to be prepared for fall/winter conditions such 
as cooler temperatures in the air and water as well as rain and even snow! 
Wear your PFD and clothes appropriate for the season.  Be sure you have 
extra clothes for warmth and in case of a dump. Also take a toque, gloves, 
high energy snack foods, lunch and a thermos with a hot beverage.  Days 
are getting shorter so leave plenty of time to complete your paddle in daylight. Paddle in groups, 
make sure someone knows where you are going and be sure to check in when you return.   The crisp 
sunny winter days can be wonderful for paddling when you are prepared. 

November  

Last day to Enter the  

Photo Contest            20th  

Party ticket cut off     27th  
 

December  

Year End Party              1st 
 

January  2019 

BCC Meeting                  9th 

Exec. Meeting               16th  

Long Trip Meeting        23rd     

April 2019 

BC Canoe Festival     5th–7th  

   

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Margaret, Phil & Pam 

mailto:vp@beavercanoeclub.org
mailto:mike2166@hotmail.com
mailto:westell@shaw.ca
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An article on “The New Future of Canoeing”* in CanoeRoots magazine points out that “Finally, after 
years of stagnation, early signs suggest canoeing is peaking people’s interest again. For the first time in 
more than two decades, the future of canoeing looks bright.” This stimulated me to see where canoes 
appeared in everyday life.  I soon started noticing 
canoes in many places; such as backdrops in 
advertising, on posters, on clothing, etc.  The 
Township of Langley Rivers Day poster (Right) has a 
canoe in it as does The Bay clothing ad below (left). 
When mentioning this to Marie B. She told me about 
the Subaru ad below that is on TV with Gus in a 

canoe. If you haven’t seen it click 
on this link for fun entertainment. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEHK4N4j5Uk  

 
 

newsletter@beavercanoeclub.org  Lets 
see how many we can collect.  
 

*(https://www.rapidmedia.com/canoeroots/categories/skills/8901-the-new-future-of-canoeing ) 

 

2019 Reservations for the Bowron Lake 
Canoe Circuit started October 1st/18. The 

BC Gov’t. Bowron Lakes pamphlet http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/bowron_lk/#Canoeing   provides 
information on the circuit including a link for making your reservation. 

  still has bridge construction through to the end of the year and 

is not accessible. 

The Pitt Meadows Paddling Club is looking for someone to fill the 

position of Club or Operations Manager.  The club programs include dragon boating, outrigger 
canoeing, sprint canoeing and kayaking and recreational canoeing and kayaking. For information on 
the club go to http://www.pmpc.ca/home . For complete listing of duties and responsibilities contact:  
Isabelle Hamm" treasurer.pmpc@gmail.com or allanmary" allanmary@shaw.ca. 

For 13 years the PADDLING FILM FESTIVAL has been 

touring the very best films from around the globe showcasing the passion, action, adventure and 
paddling lifestyle. The Paddling Film Festival is seeking entries for the 2019f film tour. Check out 
https://www.paddlingfilmfestival.com/films/submit-a-film.html?utm_source=Paddling+Magazine&utm_campaign=3d9f03b4ef-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_10_10_06_10_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_66b554bdc5-3d9f03b4ef-89593405  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEHK4N4j5Uk
mailto:newsletter@beavercanoeclub.org
https://www.rapidmedia.com/canoeroots/categories/skills/8901-the-new-future-of-canoeing
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/bowron_lk/#Canoeing
http://www.pmpc.ca/home
mailto:treasurer.pmpc@gmail.com
mailto:allanmary@shaw.ca
https://www.paddlingfilmfestival.com/films/submit-a-film.html?utm_source=Paddling+Magazine&utm_campaign=3d9f03b4ef-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_10_10_06_10_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_66b554bdc5-3d9f03b4ef-89593405
https://www.paddlingfilmfestival.com/films/submit-a-film.html?utm_source=Paddling+Magazine&utm_campaign=3d9f03b4ef-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_10_10_06_10_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_66b554bdc5-3d9f03b4ef-89593405
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RSVP Dave W at westell@shaw.ca 

Beaver end-of-season trip to Widgeon Creek: Oct.21, 2018. By Gerry Hayne  
Photos by Bob & Carol Podesta 
 
Air temp. 40° F at 10 AM. Twelve of the faithful gathered by the 
river---Leigh led the service. Carey, Phil, Mike, Dave M., Bob 
and Carol, Trish, Jen, Pam, Marie and Gerry formed the choir. It 
was a lovely sunny fall day. The creek was shallow in places, 
most of us had to get out and drag about 5 times, even Carey, 
who had led us to believe he could walk on water. (Someone 
observed on one of the drags that maybe he should either give 
up eating or give up canoeing.) The hike to the falls had lots of 
mushrooms on display, some red, some purple, some white, some 
boletes, but Leigh advised not eating them, that her little baggy of 

green weeds was safer and 
easier. Most of the bridges had been repaired. People shared 
stories of their summer trips, etc., the Yukon, Big Salmon, 
and we all thought 
how much fun and 
satisfaction were to 
be had canoeing with 
friends on a sunny fall 
day, unbothered by 
technology and 
traffic. Temp.mid-
day in 60’s °F.  
  

Trips 

Trip Reports 

mailto:westell@shaw.ca


Beaver Canoe Club 5    NOVEMBER 2018 
  
 

Chilliwack River,  September 8, 2018     By Leigh Burton 

It was a dark and stormy night – er, day!  Bryan G gathered his victims – er, paddlers together to 
whip them into shape er, organize the shuttle and to plan for the day ahead. 

On board for this adventure were Bryan and his son Parsi, Monica and Margaret, and solo boats Jen 
W, Bob P and Leigh B.  Please note:  NO ONE DUMPED!  The gauge at Vedder crossing showed a 
mighty 1.2 m height and 16 cm/s.  The gauge above Slesse showed less.  

 We put in at Osborne Road and paddled to 
the takeout at Peach Road.  Monica had 
hoped we wouldn’t have to drag out boats 
all the way down or line them for endless 
kilometers.  Bryan aimed to please.  Due to 
the low water levels, we bumped and 
scraped down the shallows, and relaxed with 
the current.  The clouds crept down the hills 
towards us, but the river gods chased them 
back up again and again.  The rain pelted 
down on us as we hauled the boats up the 
bank, but the rest of the trip was dry. 

Yes, we walked a few times, 
lined one corner, found a few 
exciting drops.  

 It all worked out in the end and 
everyone agreed it was a fine 
trip indeed. I guess we did whip 
into shape nicely after all. 

Leigh Burton 

Editor’s note…  I saved the best for the last (This has nothing to do with misplacing it…. ) 

2 Brits, 1 Canoe and some White Water   - From a River Week Guest - By Katie 

On the 22nd of June 2018 a traveling British couple turned up to a free camping spot they had seen 
online near Manning Provincial Park. Little did they know they had just arrived at the same camping 
spot for the Beaver Canoe Club’s annual river week.  

It wasn’t long before the Canoeists made their presence know to the couple. In quick succession 3 
members approached the couple, separately and the conversations went a little like this… 

1st Canoer:  ‘You’re not with the canoe club are you?’ 
Couple:       ‘no’ 
1st Canoer: ‘are you staying here tonight?’ 
Couple:      ‘Yeah we think so, we are going to go hiking in the provincial park’  
1st Canoer: ‘that’s good, well just so you know I’m expecting between 6 to 12 people to arrive later.’ 
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Skip to Canoeist 2 about 5 min later. 
Canoer 2:    ‘You aren’t with the canoe club, are you?’ 
Couple:       ‘No, we are going hiking in the area’ 
Canoer 2:    ‘Well you should know we are expecting between 10 to 20 people to arrive later’ 

Skip to Canoer 3, another 5 min later 

Canoer 3:    ‘So you’re not with the canoe club’ 
Couple:       ‘No, we’ve heard your expecting quite a few of you’ 
Canoer 3:    ‘Yes, I think we are expecting up to 30 people to arrive later’ 

If these three people the couple spoke to had been British, then the couple might have suspected that 
this was a typically British attempt to subtly, politely and ineffectively, tell the couple to bugger off.  

This was clearly not the case as Carey, Dave and Rose made the us feel very welcome and introduced 
us to more members as they arrived and invited us to join everyone at the fire. The result of this 
sociable evening chatting around the fire was that we ended up joining in with a river trip the next 
day. Carey was happy enough with Matts demonstration of a J-stroke that he lent us his boat and 
cobbled together enough kit for us to safety join in.  
 
 The Similkameen from Princeton to Bromley Rock   23rd June 2018 

Trip leader: Mike 
Those being led: Pam, Eric, Dave, Katie and Matt 

I suspect Mike wasn’t best pleased with Carey for dumping two 
people he had only met a few hours ago, let alone never seen in a 
canoe, into his care for the day. Mike would have well been within 
his rights to say no but he allowed us to come along and make up 
the numbers so the trip could go ahead.  

The convoy of vehicles set off for Princeton with Mike leading the 
way at warp factor 9 (if you don’t understand this reference you 
need to watch Star Trek). Sadly, Christoff the Chrysler can only 
manage warp factor 2 on a good day. At the put in boats were 
unloaded and the shuttle was organised, some time later we 
launched into the river. 

River signals were covered once the group was back together. It turns out that North American 
paddling signals are very different to British. For instance, bouncing your paddle up and down 
sideways looks a lot like the UK signal for ‘Pile on down’, over here it means get into an eddy before 
you die. The faster someone moves the paddle up and down the more urgent it is for you to get off 
the river, in the UK that would mean ‘Paddle faster at the rapid, it’s going to be a fun ride’.  

Matt and I were a little apprehensive about paddling Careys Canoe, this was not alleviated by Mike 
stating ‘I don’t think I’ve ever seen that canoe on the water, I wonder if it still floats’ and then working 
out that the boat is older than us. Mike then made us launch first to check we weren’t lying about our 
paddling skills and Carey hadn’t lied about the boats floating capability.  
Happily, no one had been trying to commit suicide or murder.  
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Everyone successfully launched onto the river and off we went. The section of river we were on was a 
class 1 with a potential class 2 rapid at the end. We had launched at 11.30 am so in wasn’t long before 
lunch was on the mind, particularly for Pam and Dave who had left home at 4.30 am that morning. 
After about an hour of paddling the hunger became too much and we found a beautiful spot to 
snaffle our food.  

Please note the next section of this account may have been embellished for entertainment purposes. 
Overall the majority of the rapids were very simple to run and the group had a pleasant time 
paddling. There were 2 occasions in my memory where this changed so I will focus on these.  

We were coming towards what seemed like another rapid similar to all the others. Mike and Pam 
were in the lead, Matt and I in the middle, Eric and Dave at the rear. Mike and Pam went through 
the rapid taking a good line, breaking through the waves like the ships in the Antarctic break 
through ice, ploughing straight through. We were not in Mikes canoe version of a tank and so our 
experience was very different. The waves in this rapid must have been at least 4x bigger than 
anything so far. Waves came from every direction, at least 10 ft tall, we paddled hard and managed 

somehow to keep our hands on our paddles and not 
grab the gunnels, it was a harrowing few moments, 
but we made it through the right way up but having 
taken on some water. Dave and Eric were not so 
fortunate. . .  

As we came to calmer water I decided to look back 
and see how the final boat was getting on. It was a 
sight I will never forget. Eric’s shiny green, only for 
display purposes (his words) canoe being tossed up 
and down through the waves. Dave was valiantly 
trying to steer a good course while Eric paddled like a 
mad-man through the gigantic waves. I didn’t see 
the exact moment the canoe went over because I 
had to blink. Next thing I saw was Dave and Eric in 
the water with the green hulled canoe upside down.  

I called to Mike’s boat and everyone went to their action stations. Matt and I headed to shore 
because we felt we were too full of water to mount an on the water rescue. Matt grabbed the 
throwline and threw as hard as he could to reach the swimmers. Matt has never paddled outside the 
UK before; the rivers are much much much narrower in the UK. His depth perception failed him in 
that moment as he tried to throw a 20-meter line, across a 60-meter-wide river, to people who were 
clearly slap bang in the middle of it. Matt is used to 20 meters getting to the other side of the river.  

This epic failure of an attempt at rescue spurred Dave and Eric into swimming a bit harder for the 
shore. Further downstream Mike and Pam waited in an eddy and continued to encourage the brave 
survivors to swim. Eric and Dave made it to shore safe and sound, the only casualty was Dave’s’ water 
bottle which had decided it had had enough and wanted to go solo for the rest of the river.  

The next event of interest was the final rapid on the river. Everyone but Matt and I had inspected this 
when they had done the shuttle, so there was a consensus on what the line through this rapid would 
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be. Mike stopped us all a few kilometers from the rapid and chatted us through the line. Right of 
centre, the line was right of centre, it was also decided that Matt and I would run this rapid first. 

Imagine my confusion then when Eric and Dave paddled passed us as we approached the rapid at a 
speed we couldn’t hope to match, let alone overtake them back. Then our further confusion as Dave 
and Eric went hard river left down the rapid, not right of centre. Perhaps this wasn’t the final rapid 
we thought. Matt and I started to follow their line, but I quickly realised we weren’t going fast enough 
to make it. So, we very quickly changed tactic and headed right of centre and followed a wave chain 
to the end of the rapid, this time we had anticipated the huge waves better and didn’t take on any 
water.    
Mike and Pam didn’t have the same good fortune as the first 2 boats. By the time we had exited the 
rapid and looked back events had already unfolded, so the exact details are were not witnessed but 
it is understood that their canoe struck a submerged rock while taking the river left line. This caused 
their canoe to tip hugely and take on vast amounts of water. Mike and Pam fought to keep their 
canoe up-right and got themselves to the left bank, there they were able to bail out their canoe and 
continue on.  

It turns out this was the final rapid and very soon the get out beach was on our right. It was an 
excellent journey in good weather and good company. We even managed to recover Dave’s water 
bottle.  

We would like to thank again Mike for leading the trip and allowing us to come along. Carey for 
lending us his boat and to everyone else we met those few days for making us feel so welcome!! The 
Canadian reputation for being very friendly will continue to be spread by this British Couple. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is organized by the BC Recreational Canoe 

Association each year. The 2019 event will be April 5th – 7th, 2019 at Camp Kawkawa in Hope, B.C. All 
paddlers are welcome.  More details will be in the December edition of Beaver Tales.  Hold the dates! 


